
West Papua Action Auckland, 
Box 68-419, 
Auckland. 
  
24 October 2013 
  
Hon Murray McCully, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Parliament Buildings, 
Wellington 
  
Dear Mr McCully, 
 
We draw to your attention two recent authoritative reports which state that Indonesia 
is responsible for genocide in West Papua.   
 
The most recent report is very shocking as it details gross abuses perpetuated 
against thousands of Papuans in the Central Highlands area of West Papua in the 
1970s.  The Hong Kong based Asian Human Rights Commission’s Report is based 
on witness accounts and it details the names of 4,146 people alleged to have been 
killed by the Indonesian military.  It is likely that the total number of victims who died 
from torture, disease and hunger at this time could be well over 10,000. 
  
The report says Papuans in the Central Highlands were victims of napalm bombing 
and indiscriminate shooting from the air, sometimes from aircraft supplied to the 
Indonesian military by Australia and the US. The report also contains horrific details 
of independence supporters being burned or boiled alive, being forced to perform 
sexual acts in public, women being raped and even babies and small children being 
killed. 
  
The report names 10 Indonesian commanders and senior military leaders it believes 
should be held responsible for the violence perpetuated by their subordinates. 
These  include former President Suharto, then Supreme Commander of the 
Indonesian military as well as other personnel still in positions of power. 
 
Academics Jim Elmslie and Camellia Webb-Gannon have just published a 
comprehensive paper which also asserts that the Indonesian Government is 
responsible for the crime of genocide in West Papua.  They detail acts designed to 
bring about the destruction of those Papuans who support independence (a 
substantial proportion of the indigenous population). They claim that the 
accumulating evidence over the past 50 years is now of such strength that it meets 
the stringent tests laid down in the 1948 Genocide Convention. 
 
As you know the Indonesian police and military continue to clamp down on peaceful 
demonstrations and charge people with ‘treason’ for raising a flag or taking a role 
in  organising meetings and marches.  The current Police Chief Tito Karnavian 
trained in New Zealand in 1998 at our Defence College, but he is considered to be 
responsible for the current repressive policing practice. 
 
New Zealand should immediately suspend plans to train the police in West Papua 
and call for an urgent United Nations led investigation into these grave allegations of 
current and historic crimes. The Prime Minister of Vanuatu, Moana Carcasses Kalosil 
led the way at the UN General Assembly calling for the UN to become involved. New 
Zealand should support him. 
 



Yours sincerely, 


