
West Papua Action Auckland, 
PO Box 68419, 
Auckland, 
New Zealand 
  
03 September 2013 
  
  

West Papua must be raised at the 44th Pacific Islands Forum Meeting 
  
  
Dear Pacific Island Forum leaders, 
  
West Papua Action Auckland (WPAA) would like to draw your attention to the ongoing 
human rights abuses suffered by the indigenous Melanesian people of West Papua. 
  
In recent years the PIF has dropped concern about the human rights situation in West 
Papua from its agenda and West Papua has not been mentioned in the official PIF 
Communiqué. WPAA urge the Forum Leaders of the 44th Pacific Island Forum to 
follow the example of the Melanesian Spearhead Group leaders who at their 
summit in Noumea 2013, raised concerns about the human rights abuses in West 
Papua in their official communiqué. 
  
Since Indonesia took over the administration of West Papua from the United Nations 
Temporary Executive Authority (UNTEA), the indigenous people of West Papua have 
been subjected to gross human rights violations. 
  
Currently, West Papuan leaders are committed to non-violent means to achieve their 
aspirations and to resolve problems and grievances. Yet many international and 
Indonesian human rights groups have reported on the level of militarisation and violence 
in West Papua. Human rights groups have documented the extensive use of torture and 
killings by the security forces. 
  
Amnesty international annual report for 2013 stated in relation to West 
Papua “Indonesian security forces, including police and military personnel, were 
accused of human rights violations in Papua. Torture and other ill-treatment, excessive 
use of force and firearms and possible unlawful killings were reported. In most cases, 
the perpetrators were not brought to justice and victims did not receive reparations”.  
  
Following the crackdown on peaceful demonstrations and killing of 3 demonstrators by 
Indonesian Police on May 1st 2013, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi 
Pillay stated that, “These latest incidents are unfortunate examples of the ongoing 
suppression of freedom of expression and excessive use of force in Papua,” and  “I urge 
the Government of Indonesia to allow peaceful protest and hold accountable those 
involved in abuses. 
  
 Political prisoners languish in jail in West Papua for nothing more than raising the 
Papuan Morning Star flag or taking part in peaceful events.  In August 2013 four leaders 
were arrested at a solidarity event in West Papua that included a prayer meeting and the 
display of the Morning Star, Aboriginal, and Torres Straits flags inside a church. The four 
were arrested solely for expressing their human and political aspirations in a peaceful 



and prayerful manner. 
  
There have been repeated calls to the Government in Jakarta for a process of peaceful 
dialogue. Independence would not be on the dialogue agenda but even so Jakarta has 
not yet agreed. West Papua Action Auckland believes that the Pacific Islands Forum —
which promotes regional stability—has a responsibility to help resolve this longstanding 
Pacific conflict. 
  
West Papua Action Auckland urges PIF leaders to: 
  
• Devote serious attention to West Papua’s deteriorating human rights situation 

and allegations of human rights abuses at the 44th Pacific Islands Forum 
in Majuro, The Republic of the Marshall Islands  

  
• Make reference to the on-going human rights abuses in West Papua in their 

annual communiqué. 
  
• Raise concerns about the situation in West Papua with the Indonesian President 

and request permission for a regional fact finding mission to go to West 
Papua. 

  
  
We thank you in advance for your consideration and response. 
  
  
Yours sincerely, 
 


